
Urashima Taro Returns - Revised

Editor’s Note:
In the original story, Urashima Taro returns to his former home, after living under the sea for 
hundreds of years. Society has changed a lot. There are many kinds of new technology and 
physical changes. People speak differently too. Urashima decides that he doesn’t like the world 
today. He is afraid and flees home, back under the sea.

The author may have been trying to convey a message about the negative aspects of today’s 
society, perhaps implying that times were better in the past (though it is probably naive to think so). 
Unfortunately, the author does this while portraying Urashima Taro as a coward and weakling. 
Essentially, Urashima isn't strong enough to cope with the changes around him, and rather than 
change himself, to adapt to the new world, he elects to run away.

The story conveys an overwhelmingly negative message. It tells readers that change and 
difference are Very Bad Things. It teaches readers to run away fro new experiences and 
challenges. These messages are conducive to producing feelings of fear and desire for 
isolationism. Both of these are key problems which Japanese society faces today. 

When a society no longer attempts to adapt, innovate and grow, it becomes stagnant, and will 
eventually collapse. People are the same. The world is always changing, and if we don’t adapt 
alongside it to cope with those changes, we will be left behind.

Japan, as a nation, must learn to be stronger, to conquer fear, and to stop being so isolated. If it 
does not, it will continue to fade in the global community, becoming less relevant and competitive. 
If this continues, Japan will face growing hardship. But this is not a predetermined fate. We can 
become stronger. We can become better.

Our stories should reflect our conflicts and needs. They should encourage us to solve our 
problems, not run away from them. That is why the story of Urashima Taro has been revised.



Original Story

Urashima: Oh, is that my old home? I can’t wait.
Turtle: You’ll be surprised. You were away for hundreds of years.
Urashima: I was away that long? Will I be all alone when I get back?
Urashima: What’s that? Is that a bird?
Turtle: No, it isn’t. People made it, I’m sure.
Urashima: Oh, my! They made those tall buildings, too?
Turtle: I think so. Well, here we are. Boy! I can’t stand the smell of the ocean here. Goodbye. I’m 
going back to the Ryugu-jo.
Urashima: Goodbye, Turtle. Thank you for your help.

Woman 1: Are you making a TV show? Which channel is it on?
Urashima: Huh? TV? Channel? What are you talking about?
Man 1: I know! Your’e a new kind of adventurer or something, right? 
Woman 2: I’ll take your picture. Then I’ll call the TV stations.
Man 2: No, he’s not an adventurer. Look! He’s afraid. Maybe he stole that box. I’ll call the police.

Newscaster 1: Mr. Urashima, what’s in the box?
Urashima: I don’t really know.
Newscaster 1: Can I open it?
Urashima: No! Please don’t touch it!
Newscaster 2: OK. Why did you come to this country?
Urashima: Actually, I came back to this country!
Newscaster 2: Where were you before you came here?
Urashima: I was living under the sea until then.
Newscaster 1: Ha, ha, ha. You’re very funny.

Urashima: I’m really tired. This place is terrible! It’s noisy. The water isn’t clean. People aren’t 
friendly. I can’t stand it here anymore. Oh, the box! Maybe I can find an answer to my problems in 
this.
Boy Turtle: Hi! I’m the son of Turtle. Isn’t this a terrible place?
Urashima: It sure is!
Boy Turtle: Let’s go back to the Ryugu-jo together!
Urashima: Good idea! Let’s get out of here!



Revised Story

Urashima: ! Oh, is that my old home? I can’t wait.
Turtle: ! You’ll be surprised. You were away for hundreds of years.
Urashima: ! I was away that long? I wonder, what has changed?
Urashima: ! What’s that? Is that a bird?
Turtle: ! No, it isn’t. People made it, I’m sure.
Urashima: ! Oh, my! They made those tall buildings, too?
Turtle: ! I think so. Well, here we are. Boy, it’s getting late! I need to go back home! to my 
! ! family. Goodbye. I’m going back to the Ryugu-jo.
Urashima: ! Goodbye, Turtle. Thank you for your help.

Woman 1: ! Are you making a TV show? Which channel is it on?
Urashima: ! Huh? TV? Channel? What are you talking about?
Man 1: ! I know! You’re a new kind of adventurer or something, right? 
Woman 2: ! I’ll take your picture. Then I’ll call the TV stations.
Man 2: ! No, he’s not an adventurer. Look! He’s afraid. Maybe he stole that box. I’ll !call the 
! ! police.

Newscaster 1: ! Mr. Urashima, what’s in the box?
Urashima: ! ! I don’t know. It was a present.
Newscaster 1: ! Can I open it?
Urashima: ! ! No. I want to open it later.
Newscaster 2: ! OK. Why did you come to this country?
Urashima: ! ! Actually, I came back to this country!
Newscaster 2: ! Where were you before you came here?
Urashima: ! ! I was living under the sea until now.
Newscaster 1: ! Ha, ha, ha. You’re very funny.

Urashima: ! I’m really tired. This place is very different now! It’s noisy. The environment 
! ! isn’t clean. People aren’t friendly. What do I do now? Oh, the box! Maybe I 
! ! can find an answer to my question in this.
Boy Turtle: ! Hi! I’m the son of Turtle. Isn’t this an interesting place?
Urashima: ! It sure is! But so much has changed. I don’t know if I can live here.
Boy Turtle: ! Sure you can! You just need to be patient. Learn more about the world. Then you too 
! ! can grow and adapt. 
Urashima: ! Is adapting good?
Boy Turtle: ! The ability to adapt makes us stronger people. The world is always changing. 
! ! People need to change too so they can survive, and enjoy new things.
Urashima: ! But, some things didn’t become better. Like the environment and unfriendly people. 
Boy Turtle: ! Well, maybe you can help make those better.
Urashima: ! Good idea! Coming to this place is a challenge. I’m excited to start a new life here!


